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Important Workshop on Smart Cities & Digital Society 

To be Held at SUNY Oneonta on April 5, 2017 
Bringing together individuals from business, academia and government to promote 

collaboration on economic development, infrastructure sustainability, and use of emerging 

technology to improve the quality of life 

 

ALBANY, NY., March 24, 2017 - ARMA International, LLC (ARMA), in collaboration with 

The Otsego County Chamber of Commerce and Custom Electronics, Inc. plan to hold a special 

workshop on ways to use emerging technologies that can bring about significant regional 

economic benefits. Within the framework of Smart Cities and Digital Society, the three entities 

aim to identify innovative ways for businesses as well as academic, nonprofit and government 

entities, to create solutions to municipal problems and improve the overall quality of life of the 

citizens of the city of Oneonta and the broader region.    

  

On April 5, 2017, participants at the special workshop on Smart Cities and Digital Society to be 

held at SUNY Oneonta, will discuss possible new initiatives that can best achieve economic 

growth and improve the quality of life for the community. The program of the workshop will 

begin with a presentation on opportunities for municipalities to add effectiveness and efficiency 

in their many and diverse operations. It will then describe ways in which municipalities can take 

advantage of cutting-edge technology. This will be followed by several break-out sessions in 

which participants will be engaged in a guided discussion on initiatives that will bring about the 

greatest benefits. Topics to be discussed at the break-out sessions include: Energy, Environment 

and Sustainability, Transportation and Mobility, Information and Quality of Life, Training and 

Technology Transfer, and regional issues that cover the topics of Food, Health, and the 

Arts. Designated Scribes will record ideas, suggestions and comments made at each break-out 

session, and they will discuss them during the Q&A session towards the end of the workshop. 

 

An important goal of economic development in the region is to create an ability to retain 

graduates of the local colleges by creating relevant economic activities and employment 

opportunities. Ways to achieve this goal will be deliberated during the workshop.  A promising 

approach appears to be one involving the launching of a new program under the proposed name 
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“Innovation Opportunities Development (iOD),” which is designed to inspire college graduates 

and other individuals to actively pursue new business initiatives.  

 

A possible outcome of the workshop may be in the form of institutionalizing an ability for 

building and sustaining a strategic approach to bringing about economic benefits. There are 

several options available to achieve this goal. One suggestion to be discussed at the workshop 

involves the creation of a consortium made of regional business leaders and other interested 

parties with the mission to actively seek resources as needed to implement comprehensive 

solutions to regional economic challenges. A name for the consortium that has been suggested is 

“Consortium for Complete Community Solutions.” This and possibly other proposals which aim 

to improve the quality of life in Oneonta and the broader region are expected to be discussed at 

the event.  

 

In summary, the Workshop on Smart Cities and Digital Society will be held on Wednesday, 

April 5 from 10:00am to 4:00pm (registrations starts at 9:30am). The event will be hosted by the 

Otsego County Chamber of Commerce, Custom Electronics, Inc. and ARMA International, LLC. 

Anyone interested in participating can find more information at the website 

http://www.armatech.net/SCDSWorkShop/ where one can also signup. All are welcome, and 

registration is free. 

 

About ARMA International 

 
Formed in 2003, ARMA International, LLC (ARMA) is a technology and service firm that 

develops and deploys systems that provide effective solutions to a broad spectrum of problems 

associated with civil infrastructure, energy, transportation and the environment. ARMA 

executives are recognized national and international leaders in civil infrastructure asset 

management; and they have contributed significantly to the advancement of technologies for 

assessing natural and man-made hazards and mitigating associated risks. In collaboration with 

affiliated firms, ARMA provides consultation and services in broad areas that include technology 

deployment as well training and technology transfer. Municipal technologies and community 

programs are pursued by ARMA under its business line called MuniSkies.  
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